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REMARKS 

Applicant notes the renumbering of the claims, and has done so in the 
instant amendment. Applicant thanks the examiner for making the correction. 

Claims 1 and 8 have been amended to provide requisite antecedent basis 
as objected to by the examiner. 

Claims 1-5, 8-11, 14 and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,083,672 Lewandowski (the *672 patent). 

In order for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) to be proper, and a 
claim to be anticipated, a single prior art reference must teach each and 
every element as set forth in the claim being examined Verdegall Bros. v. 
Union Oil Co. of Calif . r 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 
1987) . 

Applicant respectfully avers that each and every element of claim 3 is 
not taught in the '672 patent. For example, slide element 30 in the '672 
patent corresponds to applicant's gate valve member 4. Applicant teaches a 
gate valve member 4 having an acutely angled portion 5 as shown in 
applicant's figures 1 and 2. In contrast, the '672 patent teaches a 
completely flat slide member 30. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 by incorporating the limitations of 
claim 3 into claim 1. 

Applicant cancels claim 3 without any disclaimer or prejudice. 

Applicant respectively avers the rejection of claim 1 and all claims 
depending therefrom is overcome. 

Applicant respectfully avers that each and every element of 
applicant's claim 13 is not taught in the '672 patent. For example, 
applicant teaches an internal spring 240 disposed in channel 202 shown in 
applicant's figure 8. In contrast, the '672 patent does not disclose either 
a spring, or a spring positioned inside a channel. 

Applicant has amended claim 8 by incorporating the limitations of 
claim 13 into claim 8. 

Applicant cancels claim 13 without any disclaimer or prejudice. 

Applicant respectively avers the rejection of claim 8 and all claims 
depending therefrom is overcome. 

Applicant has amended claim 14 by including the additional limitation 
of a gate valve member (30) having retaining tabs (44) protruding from 
opposing side surfaces of said gate valve member (30), said retaining 
tabs (44) positioned entirely within said channel as shown in figures 
4 and 5. 
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Applicant respectfully avers the '672 patent does not teach at 
least retaining tabs (44), ergo amended claim 14 distinguishes over 
the '672 patent. 

Applicant also respectively submits the rejection of all claims 
depending from claim 14 is also overcome. 

Claims 1-8, and 10-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. .102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 2,626,089 to Osfar (the '089 patent). 

Claims 1, and 3-7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 3,792,803 to Kessler (the '803 patent). 



In order for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) to be proper, and a 
claim to be anticipated, a single prior art reference must teach each and 
every element as set forth in the claim being examined Verdegall Bros. v. 
Union Oil Co. of Calif., 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 
1987). 

Applicant respectfully avers that each and every element of claims 1 
and 8 are not taught in the '089 patent. For example, applicant claims an 
invention having a threaded neck member (24) shown in applicant's figures 1, 
& 3-8. In contrast, the '089 patent teaches a dispenser not having any 
threads . 

Applicant respectfully avers that each and every element of claim 1 is 
not taught in the '803 patent. For example, applicant claims an invention 
having a threaded neck member (24) shown in applicant's figures 1, & 3-8. In 
contrast, the '803 patent teaches a dispenser not having any threads as 
described in column 1 lines 37-40 with language "snap-on", "spin-welding" 
and "non-removable [emphasis] manner as if by heat and pressure". 

Applicant respectfully avers that each and every element of claim 3 is 
not taught in the '803 patent. For example, sliding cover 10 in the '803 
patent corresponds to applicant's gate valve member 4. Applicant teaches a 
gate valve member 4 having an acutely angled portion 5 as shown in 
applicant's figures 1 and 2. In contrast, the '803 patent teaches a 
completely flat sliding cover 10, ergo applicant's claim 3, albeit 
incorporated into claim 1, distinguishes over the '803 patent. 

Applicant respectively avers the rejection of claims 1, 3 & 8 and all 
claims depending therefrom is overcome. 

Claims 16-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,083,672 Lewandowski (the '672 patent) in 
view of U.S. Patent 2,626,089 to Osfar (the '089 patent) - 

Applicant most humbly submits this rejection is moot as claims 16-19 
depend from independent claim 14 that applicant respectfully avers is 
allowable as presented supra. 
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During the interview of September 23, 2005, the Examiner described 1) 
how U.S. Patent 2,472,677 (via slidable valve member 30) may read on 
applicant's claim 1, and 2) how U.S. Patent 6,516,973 (via pins 24,21) may 
read on applicant's claim 14, although neither patent was asserted, but 
considered pertinent in the office action. 

Applicant avers U.S. Patent 2,472,677 (the '677 patent) does not read 
upon applicant's claim 1 for many reasons including, but not limited to, 
applicant claims a gate valve member acutely angled (less than 90 ) in 
contrast to the '677 patent that teaches a valve member (30) having 
portions bent greater than 90 degree, e.g. 180 degrees. 

Applicant avers U.S. Patent 6,516,973 (the '973 patent) does not read 
upon applicant's claim 14 for many reasons including, but not limited to, 
applicant claims a gate valve assembly having retaining tabs positioned 
entirely within a channel in contrast to the '677 patent that teaches 
pins (24,21) positioned entirely outside a channel. 

Applicant has added new dependent claim 20 and respectfully requests 
examination of said new dependent claim 20. Applicant avers claim 20 does 
not contain new matter as Applicant's Figures 1 & 2 show the claimed 
features . 

Applicant most respectfully avers that the instant application is now 
in condition for allowance and most respectfully requests the Examiner to 
issue a Notice of Allowance in a timely manner. However, if the examiner 
feels any issues need to be resolved, the examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at (603) 672-3139. 

Please note the undersigned has a new telephone number for the record. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MftDE 

1. (Currently amended) A container for dispensing fluid comprising; 

a channel formed into a surface of said container, said channel positioned proximate to a threaded neck 
member having an orifice for dispensing a liquid, said channel having first and second openings 
formed in opposite surfaces thereof at a first end of said channel; 



a gate valve member slideably positioned in said channeUand 



«eek 



whwein said first and said second op e nmgs ore position e d at least partially under said thread e d 
member;and 

whorein said gat e valve member matoobly seals with a portion of said ohonnol via prossuro engagement 
botwoon on e or mor e s urfaooo of said gat e valv e memb e r and on e or mor e s e aling surfac e s of said 
chann e l 

wherein a first end of said gate valve member is acutely angled with respect to a remaining portion of said 
gate valve, said gate valve member optionally comprising a handle formed at a second end of said 
gate valve member. 



2. (Original) The container of claim 1 wherein said channel has a shape that generally follows a contour of said 
container. 
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3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The container of claim 1 furdier comprising captive retaining means operative to prevent said gate 

valve member from being completely withdrawn from said channel. 

5. (Original) The container of claim 4 further comprising retaining tabs located on said gate valve member^ said 

tabs reversibly mateable with complementary locking notches formed into said channel. 

6. (Original) The container of claim 1 further comprising fail safe biasing means operative to position said gate 

valve member in a normally closed position thereby blocking a flow of fluid until said gate valve member 
is intentionally actuated by an operator. 

7. (Original) The container of claim 6 wherein said biasing means comprises a spring. 

8. (Currently amended) A container for dispensing fluid comprising; 

a channel formed into a surface of a reservoir portion of said container, and having a shape that generally 
follows a contour of said container, a portion of said channel positioned under a threaded neck 
member, said channel having first and second openings formed in opposite surfaces thereof at a first 
end of said channel; 

a generally flat gate valve member slideably positioned m said channel; 

a spring positioned in said channel between said generallv flat gate valve member and said first end of 
said chaimeK said spring operative to position said gate valve member in a normally closed position 
therebv blocking a flow of fluid until said gate valve member is intentionallv actuated by an 
operatonand 

wherein said first and said second openings are positioned under said threaded neck memberi«id. 

wher e in said gate valv e m e mb e r forms a seal with a portion of said channel via preosuro engag e ment 
between at l e ast two surfac e s of said gate valv e m e mber and sealing surfaoos around each of said first 
and said s e cond openings. 

9. (Original) The container of claim 8 wherein said gate valve member is acutely angled proximate a first end. 

10. (Original) The contamer of claim 8 wherein a direction of movement of said gate valve member is 

perpendicular to a direction of a flow of said liquid. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The container of claim [8] 1 wherein a complete valve and container system consists of 

only two pieces; said container, and said gate valve member. 

12. (Original) The container of claim 8 further comprising captive biasing means operative to 1) prevent said gate 

valve member fh>m being completely withdrawn from said channel and 2) provide fail safe biasing means 
operative to position said gate valve member in a ncMinaUy closed position thereby blocking a flow of 
fluid until said gate valve member is intentionally actuated by an operator. 



13. (Cancelled) 
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14. (Currently amended) A gate valve assembly reversibly attachable to a top portion of a container for dispensing 

fluid, said gate valve assembly comprising; 

a coupling having means for reversibly attaching said coupling to said container; 

a channel formed into said coupling, said channel having first and second openings formed in opposite 
surfaces thereof; 

a gate valve member slideably positioned in said channehand 

wherein said gate valve member has retaining tabs protruding from opposing side surfaces of said gate 
valve member, said retaining tabs positioned entirely within said channel 

wherein said gate valv e m e mb e r mat e ably flools with a portion of said ohonnel by pressur e e ngagem e nt 
b e twoon on e or mor e surfao es of said gat e valv e member and on e or more sealing surfooos of said 
ohonnel via an int e rferonoo fit; and 

wherein o dir e ction of movem e nt of said gat e valve memb e r i s s ubstantially p e rpondioulor to a direotion 
of a flow of said liquid. 

15. (Original) The gate valve assembly of claim 14 wherein said means for reversibly attaching said coupling to 

said container is with a first set of threads, and fiirther comprising a second set of threads formed on or in 
an end of said gate valve assembly opposite said first set of threads. 

16. (Currently amended) The gate valve assembly of claim 44 15 fiirther comprising captiv e biasing m e ans 

operative to 1) pr e vent said gat e valv e memb e r from being complet e ly withdrawn from said channel and 
2) provide fail saf e a biasing means operative to position said gate valve member in a normally closed 
position thereby blocking a flow of fluid until said gate valve member is intentionally actuated by an 
operator. 

17. (Currently amended) The gate valve assembly of claim 16 wherein said e^tive biasing means is a spring 

positioned m inside said channel. 

18. (Currently amended) The gate valve assembly of claim i% 17 further comprising a hole formed into said gate 

valve member. 

19. (Currently am«ided) The gate valve assembly of claun 49 14 furtfier comprising a spout formed in or on one 

end of said gate valve assembly. 

20. (New) The container of claim 1 wherein said first end of said gate valve member being acutely angled with 

respect to a remaining portion of said gate valve is positioned within said channel. 



